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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

= Chapter 1
Introduction

Section 1.1: The Language

This language, currently named Speed, has been created to satisfy the constraints of the
Speedlang Challenge 11 on r/conlangs.

Section 1.2: Layout

This guide will first present the phonology of the language, then the morphology of indi-
vidual word classes. This is followed by a brief description of how these words behave in
clauses, and finally examples with gloss. Lastly, there is a brief introduction to the lan-
guage’s script.
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CHAPTER 2. PHONOLOGY

Chapter 2

Phonology

section 2.1: Consonants

labial alveolar post-alveolar velar  glottal

stops pb td cilcj kg (€3]
fricatives fv s(~z) J(~3) /8 h
approximants | w 1(~r) jly

nasal m n n/m () /ng

2.1.1 Stops

The main stops of can be divided into 4 places of articulation; labial, alveolar, palatal and
velar. The 5th place of articulation, glottal, does contain a stop, but the glottal stop occurs
only before otherwise vowel initial words, but not before onset-less internal syllables.

The voiceless stops are often aspirated in stressed syllables, voiced stops are voiced in all
positions. Labial stops are bilabial. Palatal stops are only phonemic in certain morphemes,
this will be dealt with separately.

2.1.2 Non-Sibilant Fricatives

The only non-sibilant fricatives are the labiodental fricatives /f/ and /v/. Their voicing is
consistent in all positions, and they cannot proceed stops in onset clusters.

2.1.3 Sibilants

Both the alveolar and palatal sibilants are phonemic in all positions, and their voicing varies
allophonically. They are voiced intervocalically and in clusters with voiced consonants, but
are voiceless otherwise.

u/CaoimhinOg 3 2.1.3



CHAPTER 2. PHONOLOGY 2.2. VOWELS

The alveolar sibilant does not become palatal in the environment of high vowels and the
palatal sibilant does occur in roots.

2.1.4 Nasals

The only nasal with a consistent distribution us the alveolar nasal, which assimilates in po-
sition to adjoining consonants. The bilabial nasal occurs only in roots and certain particles,
never in affixes. The palatal nasal has a similar distribution to the palatal stops.

2.1.5 Palatal Stops

The palatal stops, and nasal, are only phonemic in affixes, being allophonic with the alveolar
stops otherwise.

The alveolar stops are always realised as palatal before and after the high vowel /i/, or
between any two front vowels, including /e/. The alveolar nasal behaves similarly. No roots
contain palatal stops that are palatal before other vowels.

In affixes, alveolar stops behave the same, but there are palatal stops that remain palatal
even when not bordering high vowels. The same is true for the palatal nasal. These are
indicated with distinct symbols in the orthography used here.

2.1.6 Approximants

The labio-velar and palatal approximants are generally in free variation with the back high
rounded vowel /u/ and the high front unrounded vowel /i/ respectively. They can act both
as semivowels and syllable nuclei.

The lateral alveolar approximant can occur in clusters like the other approximants, but
does not have a syllabic equivalent. it often occurs as a tap when intervocalic and un-
stressed.

section 2.2: VOwels

The main vowels are the five cardinal vowels and the schwa, which is phonemic in some
words.

Pure Vowels front central back

high i u
mid e 9(a/e/a) | o
low a (a/d)

2.2.1.0 4 u/CaoimhinOg



2.2. VOWELS CHAPTER 2. PHONOLOGY

2.2.1 Diphthongs

There are many phonetic diphthongs, only some of which occur in roots and affixes, others
emerge from secondary processes.

Primary Diphthongs

centering front central back

high i3 (ié) ua (ué)
mid ed (eé) 03 (08€)
low ad (aé)

The primary diphthongs are mostly sequences of the five cardinal vowels and a non-
syllabic schwa. These centering diphthongs regularly occur in roots and affixes, but can
also occur due to interactions with other vowels.

low-centering stressed / unstressed

front et /ed (ea)
back oe /03 (0oa)

Two more diphthongs which occur in a more limited number of roots are /ea/ and /oa/.
These can also both occur from other processes, but mostly by the same means as secondary
diphthongs. They also have an altered unstressed pronunciation, unlike the other primary
diphthongs.

Secondary Diphthongs
stressed / unstressed
rising | fronting | backing
with e | el/e (e e.ju (eyu) e.jo (eyo)

witha | al/e (ai ~ae) au/o(au~ao)
witho | ol/i(oi~0e) ou/o(ou)

These diphthongs occur due to morphophonological processes, they are only pronounced
as such when stressed and some distinctions are not preserved at all.

Most sequences of a low or mid vowel followed by a high vowel becomes a rising diph-
thong. Some other sequences also form diphthongs which are phonetically identical to the
other rising diphthongs.

Sequences of the front mid vowel and either back vowel does not form diphthongs, in-
stead a palatal glide separates the two.

u/CaoimhinOg 5 2.2.1.0



CHAPTER 2. PHONOLOGY 2.3. PHONOTACTICS

Vowel Hiatus and Glide-Vowel sequences

A few roots contain hiatuses of two vowels which do not form diphthongs, usually a vowel
followed by a stressed high vowel. The vowel sequences form two separate syllables, with
no intervening glide or glottal consonant.

Most sequences of a high vowel proceeding another vowel produces a sequence of a glide
proceeding the vowel. However, sequences of a vowel followed by a glide do occur across
syllable boundaries, where a vowel final syllable is followed by a glide initial one.

First Vowel ily uw e o a
Second Vowel

a ya wa ea oa a
e ye we e oe ae
0 yo WO eyo o ao
i iyi wi ei oi ai
u yu uwu eyu ou au
2 () ié ué eé 0é aé

2.2.2 Schwa

The schwa is phonemic in at least some roots, where it is written ’a’ and rarely takes stress.
Generally, ’a’ remains distinct. In affixes, which are usually unstressed, the schwa and ’a’
are in free variation, written ’d’ in this orthography.

The schwa often interacts with other vowels to create centering diphthongs.

section 2.3: Phonotactics

Broadly, syllables have a maximal CCVCC. This is restricted in what consonants can occur
in each position. Generally, sibilants may occur ahead of other consonants, and stops may
occur before approximants in onsets, while nasals or approximants may cluster with other
consonants in coda.

2.3.1 Onsets

Onsets can be broadly divided into sibilant-consonant sequences and consonant-glide se-
quences.

Sibilant-consonant sequences always agree in voicing, with the sibilant changing to agree,
and either sibilant (alveolar or post-alveolar) may occur before any stop or nasal, but not
other fricatives. Sibilant-glide sequences are treated as other consonant-glide sequences.

2.3.2 6 u/CaoimhinOg



2.4. STRESS CHAPTER 2. PHONOLOGY

Consonant-glide sequences do not effect the voicing of the consonant involved. Any con-
sonant may proceed a glide, nasals, stops and fricatives, just not other glides.

2.3.2 Codas

The alveolar lateral approximant can occur in coda clusters with other consonants, which
may or may not agree in voicing. Interpreting some diphthongs as vowel-approximant se-
quences, a general rule can be stated, that approximant-consonant clusters are allowed in
coda.

Otherwise, homodrganic nasal-consonant clusters may occur, and consonants that are
variably voiced (i.e. the sibilants) become voiced in these clusters.

2.3.3 Medial Clusters

Adjacent stops must agree in voicing, if not an epenthetic ’d’ is inserted. Besides this, any
combination that can be reduced to an allowable coda cluster followed by an allowable
onset cluster is allowed medially. voicing need not be consistent across the whole cluster,
but most often is.

Section 2.4: Stress

Stress is primarily derived grammatically, based on the verbal and nominal transfixes and
stress effecting morphemes. In other words, besides nouns and verbs, stress may be lexical,
though there are trends.

2.4.1 Word

If not specified grammatically or lexically, words are often stressed on their penultimate
syllable. Generally, lexical schwas are not stressed, and affixes are usually unstressed as
well.

2.4.2 Phrase

Within a phrase, one word will generally have strongest primary stress, with the primary
stress of other words usually being reduced. Increased stress is often used for emphasis or
contrast.

u/CaoimhinOg 7 2.4.2
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CHAPTER 3. VERBAL MORPHOLOGY

Chapter 3

Verbal Morphology

Verbal morphology is composed of several prefixes, suffixes and transfixes.

section 3.1: Verb Root Types

Verbs can be roughly divided into two phonological classes: light and heavy.

Light verbs are phonologically minimal, generally just a few consonants, possibly a clus-

ter. They generally undergo productive reduplication.

Heavy verbs have more underlying phonological segments, often containing multiple
clusters and prespecified vowels that effect transfixes. They never undergo reduplication.

section 3.2: Transfixes

Finite Singular

Finite Plural

perfect 1st ael perfect 1st pl ee2
2nd eal 2nd pl aal
3rd i1 3rd pl ie2
imperfect 1st uol imperfect 1st pl | ea2
2nd ool 2nd pl 002
3rd ui2 3rd pl eil

Non-Finite

pst/prt participle ial

psnt/imprf participle | uo2

abstract noun eul

eventive/gerund oul

u/CaoimhinOg 9 3.2



CHAPTER 3. VERBAL MORPHOLOGY 3.3. AFFIXES

The verbal transfixes are a set of vowels and a stress pattern applied to verb stems in
order to represent aspect and person. There are also derivational transfixes.

Due to the morphology of some verbs, they may act as a circumfix, where one part is
stressed. However, with most verb stems, at least one vowel of the transfix is inserted into
a slot in the root which doesn’t have a prespecified vowel.

Some heavy verbs have a prespecified vowel which interacts with the transfix vowel to
create diphthongs.

Finite transfixes are mostly grouped due to their common meanings. The person and
number of the transfixes usually agrees with the nominative argument, though this can be
effected by valence changing operations.

Perfect forms generally occur with events that are seen as completed or as single whole
events. Imperfect forms are generally used when an action is seen as ongoing or otherwise
being viewed as an event occorring over a stretch of time.

Section 3.3: Afﬁxes

The verbal complex takes a few prefixes and suffixes. Although it essentially has four types
of affix, there is considerable freedom as to their codccurrence within each category.

Certain affixes also have suprasegmental effects, such as shifts in stress. Others serve to
replace reduplication in heavy verbs.

Prefixes

mood- voice/valence-

interrogative | fi(a)- +suffix | causitive bu(w)

negative ki~ky anti-causative suffix | (h)en

imperative (0)g passive j@)

cond/sub (e)p reflexive /reciprocal | oé
impersonal/stative daé(n)
transitiviser giQ)

Generally, the outermost prefix is a mood prefix, with the interrogative also having a
suffixial portion.

The next prefix is generally a voice or valence altering morpheme. One valence alter-
ation is a suffix.

Suffixes

Most of the closest suffixes are aspectual derivations and modifiers. One is a prefix, many
cause alterations in stress and/or codccur with reduplication.

3.3.0.0 10 u/CaoimhinOg



3.4. DEVERBAL DERIVATION CHAPTER 3. VERBAL MORPHOLOGY

Derivation and Aspect

augmentative final reduplication, leftwards stress shift, n(d)

diminutive(circumfix) | 1(i)- stem -i)b

iterative initial reduplication, rightwards stress shift, (0)s

frequentive final reduplication, leftwards stress shift, ég/ag

inchoative(prefix) plL@)

terminative leftwards stress shift, (w)p

telify light verbs = (0)], heavy verbs = (d)lat

atelify full reduplication to the front, (0)é(l)

reversative (circumfix) | kyd(w)- -lan

repetitive initial reduplication, rightwards stress shift, $(4)
Tense and Evidentiality non-past past | irrealis
reportative light verbs = w(aé) heavy verbs= u(w) (wWéj | i~ya
common knowledge light verbs = k(u(w)) heavy verbs = é~uké | ()éd | (&)f(w)
1st hand é~dc t(e) light = d(&) heavy = (d)lu
indirect(sense) light verbs = va heavy verbs= uf(d) (g | Gp
interrogative(with prefix) | d~ék d~én | a~eéf

Beyond these, finite verbs take suffixes indicating one of three tenses; past, non-past
and irrealis. These markers also show evidentiality, either showing 1st hand knowledge,
common knowledge, reported second-hand knowledge, and information deduced or sensed
indirectly. There is also a separate interrogative suffix.

section 3.4: Deverbal Derivation

Deverbal derivation may involve transfixes and/or affixes, often in combination. Often,
nominalizations of different types will select different transfixes as their base.

Deverbal (target stem) affix (form)

agent (participle) as (prefix)

undergoer (participle) 0j(a) (prefix)

instrument (abstract) u(d)- -t(a) (circumfix)
location of (eventive) iv(8)- -(n)g(e) (circumfix)
location as goal or target (participal) iv(8)- -(n)g(e) (circumfix)
adjective (participle) e(y)- -(o)c (circumfix)
adverbial (abstract) (3)hil (suffix)
gerund/process nominalization (eventive) | 1(4)- -ép~ap (circumfix)

u/CaoimhinOg 11 34
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CHAPTER 4. SAMPLE VERB CHARTS

Chapter 4

Sample Verb Charts

section.1: NONn-interrogative conjugations

4.1.1 Light Verb

*ng* = eat common/well-known 1st hand/witnessed reported/second hand sensed/deduced/indirect
S pl S Pl S pl S pl
imperfect.1st
npst ungok  engak ungoéc engaéc ungowaé engawaé ungova engava
pst ungoéd engaéd ungot  engat ungoéj engaeéj ungog  engag
irr ungofi  engdf ungod engad ungoya engaya ungop  engap
imperfect.2nd
npst ongok  ongok o6ngoéc ongoéc ongowaé ongowaé dngova ongova
pst ongoéd ongoéd 6ngot  ongdt Ongoeéj ongoeéj 6ngog  ongog
irr ongoii  ongofn ongod ongdd ongoya ongadya 6ngop  ongop
imperfect.3rd
npst ungik éngik ungiéc  éngiéc ungiwaé éngiwaé ungivd éngiva
pst ungiéd éngiéd ungit éngit ungiéj éngiéj ungig éngig
irr ungii éngif ungid  éngid ungiyéa éngiya ungip éngip
perfect.1st
npst angek  engék angeéc engééc dngewaé engéwaé  angevd engéva
pst angeéd engééd anget engét angeéj engeééj angeg  engég
irr angefi  engén anged engéd angeya engéya angep  engép
perfect.2nd
npst éngak  4ngak éngaéc angaéc éngau angawaé  éngavd angava
pst éngaéd 4angaéd éngat angat éngaéj angaéj éngag  angag
irr éngafi  angai éngad angad éngaya angaya éngap  angap
perfect.3rd
npst ingik ingék ingiéc  ingééc ingyu ingéwaé ingivd  ingéva
pst ingiéd  ingééd ingit ingét ingiéj ingééj ingig ingég
irr ingifi ingén ingid ingéd ingiya ingéya ingip ingép
u/CaoimhinOg 13 4.1.2



CHAPTER 4. SAMPLE VERB CHARTS

4.1. NON-INTERROGATIVE CONJUGATIONS

4.1.2 Heavy Verb

tak*b*ék=stumble

common/well-known

1st hand/witnessed

S pl S pl
imperfect.1st
npst takuboékuk takebdékuk takuboékdc takebaékic
pst takuboékiéd takebdékiéd takuboékte takebdékte
irr takuboékani  takebdékan takuboéklu takebdéklu
imperfect.2nd
npst takoboékuk takoboékuk takoboékdc takoboékidc
pst takoboékiéd takoboékiéd takoboékte takoboékte
irr takoboékdfi  takoboékdn takoéboéklu takobdéklu
imperfect.3rd
npst takubiékuk  takébiékuk  takubiékdc takébiékac
pst takubiékiéd takébiékiéd takubiékte takébiékte
irr takubiékan  takébiékdn  takubiéklu takébiéklu
perfect.1st
npst takdbeékuk takebéékuk takabeékdc takebéékac
pst takdbeékiéd takebéékiéd takabeékte takebéékte
irr takabeékafi  tadkebéékan takdbeéklu takebééklu
perfect.2nd
npst takébaékuk takdbaékuk takébaékdc takabaékdac
pst takébaékiéd takabaékiéd takébaékte takabaékte
irr takébaékan takabaékan takébaéklu takabaéklu
perfect.3rd
npst takibiékuk  takibéékuk  takibiékdc  takibéékac
pst takibiékiéd  takibéékiéd takibiékte  takibéékte
irr takibiékan  takibéékan  takibiéklu  takibééklu
4.1.2 14 u/CaoimhinOg



4.1. NON-INTERROGATIVE CONJUGATIONS

CHAPTER 4. SAMPLE VERB CHARTS

tak*b*ék=stumble

reported/second hand

sensed/deduced/indirect

S Pl S Pl
imperfect.1st
npst takuboéku takebaéku takaboékuf takebaékuf
pst takuboékuéj takebdékuéj takuboékog takebaékog
irr takuboéki takebaéki takuboékip takebaékip
imperfect.2nd
npst takéboéku takob6éku  takoboékuf takoboékuf
pst takoboékuéj takoboékuéj takoboékog takobdékog
irr takoboéki takoboéki takoboékip  takoboékip
imperfect.3rd
npst takubiéku takébiéku takubiékuf takébiékuf
pst takubiékuéj takébiékuéj takubiékog takébiékog
irr takubiéki takébiéki takubiékip  takébiékip
perfect.1st
npst takabeéku takebééku takabeékuf takebéékuf
pst takabeékuéj takebéékuéj takabeékog takebéékog
irr takdbeéki takebééki takdbeékip takebéékip
perfect.2nd
npst takébaéku takabaéku takébaékuf takabaékuf
pst takébaékuéj takabaékuéj takébaékog takabaékog
irr takébaéki takabaéki takébaékip takabaékip
perfect.3rd
npst takibiéku takibééku takibiékuf  takibéékuf
pst takibiékuéj  takibéékuéj takibiékog  takibéékog
irr takibiéki takibééki takibiékip  takibéékip
u/CaoimhinOg 15 4.1.2



CHAPTER 4. SAMPLE VERB CHARTS 4.1. NON-INTERROGATIVE CONJUGATIONS

4.1.2 16 u/CaoimhinOg



CHAPTER 5. VEBRAL DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY

Chapter 5

Vebral Derivational Morphology

u/CaoimhinOg 17 5.0.0



CHAPTER 5. VEBRAL DERIVATIONAL MORPHOLOGY

causitive

anti-causative

passive

refirec

impersonal/stative

transitivise(erga

aug

dim

iterative

frequentive

inchoative

terminative

telify

atelify

reversative

repetitive

pst/prf participle

psnt/imprf participle

abstract noun

eventive/gerund

agent (prtcpl)

undergoer

instrument(abs)

Iocation (of)

location (goal/tar)

adjective(prtcpl)

adverbial(abs)

gerund/proc.nom

bu(w)

-(h)en

j(@-

0é/<0>

daé(n)

gi()
endredup+pull/n(d)
1()- -@)b
iniRdp+push/(o)s
endRdp+pull/ég/ag
(pl-)/pé-<1>
iniRdp/up
(o)l/(a)lat
fullRdp(frnt/(0)é(l)
(kya(w)-) -1an
iniRdp+push/3(4)
ial

uo2

eul

oul

as-

0j(@)-
(w-)<u>/u(d)- -t(a)
iv(4)-(n)g(e) (+event)
iv(d)—-(n)g(e) (+prtcpl)
e(y)—(o)c

-(&)hil
1(4)-ép/ap (evnt)

3rd.pl.pf ate = ingi

buwingi

ingihen

jing

0éingi

daéningi

gijingi

ingigin

Tingib

iningis

ingigiég

plingi

iningyup

ingil

ingyingié

kyawingilan

iningis

inga

ungo

engu

ongu

asinga

asungo

ojinga

ojungo

wonguta

ivongung

ivingang

ivungong

eyingac

eyungoc

énguhil

lénguép

feed

??

be eaten

eat onself/eachother(?;))
eats/is a consumer

//

gobble, devour

nibble, snack

eat over and over(crisps, biscuits, berries)

reg/hab/rit

begin to eat/sit to eat
finish eating, stop eating
ate up

eats/lives on
/[(regurge?)
//(re-ate?)
eating(once/past)
eating

to eat/consumption
meal

eater

eaten(food)

fork/knife/cutlery
dining area

Il

I
eat-y?consumable?
in an eat-y manner
eating(concept)

5.0.0
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causitive

anti-causative

passive

refirec

impersonal/stative

transitivise(erga

aug

dim

iterative

frequentive

inchoative

terminative

telify

atelify

reversative

repetitive

pst/prf participle

psnt/imprf participle

abstract noun

eventive/gerund

agent (prtcpl)

undergoer

instrument(abs)

Iocation (of)

location (goal/tar)

adjective(prtcpl)

adverbial(abs)

gerund/proc.nom

bu(w)

-(h)en

j(@-

0é/<0>

daé(n)

gi()
endredup+pull/n(d)
1()- -@)b
iniRdp+push/(o)s
endRdp+pull/ég/ag
(pl-)/pé-<1>
iniRdp/up
(o)l/(a)lat
fullRdp(frnt/(0)é(l)
(kya(w)-) -1an
iniRdp+push/3(4)
ial

uo2

eul

oul

as-

0j(@)-
(w-)<u>/u(d)- -t(a)
iv(4)-(n)g(e) (+event)
iv(d)—-(n)g(e) (+prtcpl)
e(y)—(o)c

-(&)hil
1(4)-ép/ap (evnt)

3rd.pl.pf stumble = takébiék

butakébiék

takébiéken

jatakeébiek

oétakébiék

daétakébiék

gitakébiék

takébiékan

litakébiékib

takébiékos

takébiékag

patlakébiék

takébikup

takébiéklat

takébiékoél

takébiéklan

takébiéksa

takibaék

takuboék

takébuék

takobuék

astakibaék

astakuboék

ojatakibaék

ojatakubGek

utakébuekta

ivatakobuekag

ivatakibagkag

ivatakubGekag

etakibaékoc

etakuboékoc

takébuékahil

Tatak6buBkap

trip(someone)

(one) stumbles / smns stumble

to stumble on / be caught,distract
collapse, fall down

stumble a little, double step

to stumble along, trip over and ox
reg/hab stumble

start to stumble

catch from stumbling

stumble all the way/to completior
//

de-stumble?

re-stumble?

stumbled

stumbling(of a person/thing)
stumbling(the act)

a stumble

stumbler

Il
Il

that which trips

tripping area/stumbling block
source of distraction

distractable/off balence

clumsily/distractedly
stumbling/distraction

u/CaoimhinOg
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CHAPTER 6. NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY

" Chapter 6
Nominal morphology

Nouns follow a similar morphological pattern to verbs. Overall, nouns usually receive less
inflection than verbs.

section 6.1: NOUN RooOt Types

Similar to verbs, nouns can be divided into two phonological types, weak and strong.

Weak nouns generally contain a prespecified vowel, which in some cases blocks part of
the expected transfix. They are also likely to contain consonant clusters.

Strong nouns are less likely to have prespecfied vowels and consonant clusters. They
tend to take transfixial morphology in a more regular way

section 6.2: Transfixes

Form and Number | (optional vowel) expected stress position
absolute sing a1

absolute plural o(i) / a@d) 2

absolute abstract a(u)/eu/ou 1

construct sing i) 2

construct plural a(a) 2, onset reduplication

construct abstract | u(u) / eu/ou 2

base \nothing / a

adjectival i(o) 1

The nominal transfixes mostly differentiate number and case. Although the transfix
doesn’t specify core role, most core functions take the absolute set while others take the
construct set. There are also derivational transfixes.
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section 6.3: Affixes

6.3.1 Suffixes

In the nominal template there are certainly suffixes, some derivational, followed by a small
set of case suffixes.

Derivation

singulative leftward stress shift, (w)u(n)

job gié

person (A)mb

thing @3

diminutive initial reduplication (i)b

pejorative end reduplication, left ward stress shift, (0)én(d)

nonX (prefix) | strong=kyat(u)- weak=cu(l)-
amount = X leftward stress shift, (m)ub

This is a selection of derivational morphemes. Many combine stem changes with suf-
fixes, though most of these only apply to strong nouns.

Grammatical Case (absolute/construct)

nominative / possessed /[(c(w))
accusative / prepositional (@)j(0)/€j
instrumental / indirect ne

Each grammatical case suffix has a different meaning when used with a different noun
form. Generally the nominative and possessed appear unmarked.

6.3.2 Prefixes

There are far fewer prefixes, with the demonstrative *prefixes’ acting syntactically like cli-
tics as they usually occur on the initial word of the noun phrase. They are common enough
and phonologically reduced enough to be described here.

Demonstratives | proximal distal ignorative
singular 1)s uc(@) | to(s)
plural (8)n t@) d(o)
locative f(a) Il v(e)
locative plural | uv(a) // b(e)
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Proximal demonstratives are also used often for definite information, especially when
being introduced. Distal demonstratives are often used to disambiguate, and when infor-
mation is being retopicalised or refocused.

The locative prefix is often used to mark general oblique arguments.

section 6.4: Denominal Derivation

There is less denominal derivation than deverbal.
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Sample Nomina

Chaipter 7

Declension Charts

absolute sing
absolute plural
absolute abstract
construct sing
construct plural
construct abstract
base/predicative
adjectival

singulative
cns

job

cns

person

cns

thing

cns
diminutive
cns
pejorative
cns

nonX

cns

Section 7.1: Strong Noun

a() (1)

o(1) (ai2)

e(u)/ou(1)(ou/eu2)

1(12)

iniRdp/a(a2)

u(u2)/efo(u(2))

(Do (1/2)

singular

pull/(w)u(n)

gié

(&)mb

1)s

iniRdp)(1)b

endRdp)pull/(0)én(d)

kyat(u)- / cu(l)-

strong
*b*em
abiém
abiem
ébuém
ibiém
ababaém
ubuém
bam
ibom

abiému
ibiému
abiémgié
ibiémgié
abiémamb
ibiémamb
abiéms
ibiéms
ababiémb
ibibiémb
abiémiémoén
ibiémiémoén
kyatdbiém
kyatibiém

bird

a bird

birds

bird

bird

birdy

Il

birder(?)

bird-person

bird thing

birdling

non-bird

u/CaoimhinOg

25

7.2



CHAPTER 7. SAMPLE NOMINAL DECLENSION CHARTS

7.2. WEAK NOUN

section 7.2: Weak Noun

weak

ve*h*nd head
absolute sing a@) () véhand a head
absolute plural o(i) (ai2) véhond heads
absolute abstract | e(u)/ou(1)(ou/eu2) véhund head
construct sing i(12) vehind
construct plural iniRdp/a(a2) vehand
construct abstract | u(u2)/e/o(u(2)) vehund
base/predicative */a veénd head
adjectival (Do (1/2) vehond heady

singular
singulative pull/(w)u(n) véhand /l
cns vehind
job gié véhandigié | head-er(shrink?neuro?)
cns vehindéagié
person (A)mb véhanddmb | head-person(chief?)
cns vehindamb
thing 1)s véhandis head-thing(hat?headgear?)
cns vehindi$
diminutive iniRdp)()b véhandib headling?
cns vehindib
pejorative endRdp)pull/(0)én(d) | véhandoén | badhead?
cns vehindoén
nonX kyat(u)- / cu()- cuvéhand non-head
cns cuvehind
7.2 u/CaoimhinOg
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apter 8

Adjectives and Adverbs

Both adjectives and adverbs form distinct classes. they show differing distributions and
methods of derivation. Furthermore, some adverbs only serve to modify adjectives and
other nominal words, such as denominal adverbs, while others modify verbs, other adverbs
and some deverbal words.

Section 8.1: Adj ectives

Adjectives are not usually modified by transfixes or affixes, usually they agree with their
head noun when attributive. The referential suffix is normally used when referring back
to the noun in a copular clause, while the predicative is used more metaphorically and
conceptually.

Syntactic role

nominative c(a)

accusative j(@)
instrumental | de
predicative bu
referential (e)s

8.1.1 Flat Adjectives

Flat adjectives do not agree with their head noun and may zero-derive adverbs. Flat adjec-
tives are modified by the adverbs fitting their role.

good | gabwa
bad | nééna
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8.2. ADVERBS

section 8.2: Adverbs

Adverbs generally modify verbs and other adverbs, though some modify adjectives.

8.2.1 Adjective Selecting Adverbs

These adverbs modify adjectives, often forming superlatives, approximatives and other

modified forms.

adjective selecting

clitic=/full form

more

less

very

slightly

sort of/kinda

u(w)=/ima
di(y)=/dima
ke(s)=/késuwa
am(a)=/abna
bu(n)=/bunap

8.2.2 Adverb and Verb Selecting Adverbs

These adverbs modify other adverbs and verbs, often forming superlatives, approximatives

and other modified form:s.

pro-clitic adverbs

verb-selecting

more

less
well/impressively
poorly

slightly

m(a)
leé
by/bi(8)
kué(k)
ni(m)

8.2.2
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Chapter 9
Pronouns and Proforms

Section 9.1: Pronouns

pronouns | nominative accusative dative instrumental possessed possessive | allative ablative/
1st ti tié tine til tik tiju foti uémiti
1st pl id idi idin dili idig idéju fowid  uémid
2nd goi godi géne  gol gok géju fowo uémigo
2nd pl puét buéd muén puél puék puéju fowaé  wamuét
3rd kot kodi kone  Kkloé kog kéju foké uék

3rd pl doayi doadié déan  dol dok ddaju fodoa wadoa
abstract mai mad mane mal mak maju foma uémya

Most pronouns behave as expected. Nominative usually maps to subjects and agents
and accusative to patients, but nominative may map to experiencer and accusative may
map to stimulus. The dative generally encodes recipients, but may encode other arguments
defined lexically. The instrumental also conveys a commitative function, and the possessed
form is used with most prepositions as well. The possessive form may procliticize in fast
speech. The allative and ablative are clearly descended from the preposition + nominative
combinations for to and from, which may still occur separately with prepositional formes,
but usually indicate beneficiaries in those cases.

section 9.2: Proforms

Proforms are used to reference or question arguments of various kinds, they may also be
called correlatives. Generally the indefinites would be used in the contexts of some, at least
one but not necessarily any or all, of a group or to emphasize their indefiniteness. Interrog-
atives are used in the contexts of content questions and indirect questions. The proximal
and distal are essentially demonstrative forms and may be used for anaphoric reference.
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The any/all forms may be free choice or indicate the total group, with ambiguity generally
left to context. The negative is an exclusive negative and only occurs in the singular.

indefinite interrogative proximal distal w(o)- any/all negative
human abnu gam // // abnuka kibun
plural bunu gubun // // bunkal
object Siye gusi ési wos Sigal kisi
plural tise gut édi odi tigal
abstract/reason | kéna gugan egén 6gen kengadl  kigén
plural unka gung eyunka oung ukal
location boél goél evoél ow0él bdoékal  kiboé
plural ubal gubal éyubal oubal ubakal
time vean gwean éweén owéan véangal kivéan
plural améé gume éemeé omeé méékal

The human forms are equivalent to ”-body” or "people” and can be translated as "some-
body/people”, who”, anybody/everybody” and *nobody”. The singular and plural forms
are usually used to reference either individuals or groups, i.e. gam = who, while gubun =
what group of people. The proximal and distal forms to not occur, with pronouns generally
being used instead.

The object forms are used to refer to any non-human, and sometimes to refer to humans
in certain contexts, often when roles or jobs are being referred to rather than concrete
persons. They may be translated as ”something(s)”, "what/which”, ”this/these”, ”that/those”,
“anything/everything” and *nothing”.

The abstract forms are often used when referring to abstract or mass nouns, but may
also refer generally to reasons or causes. They can usually be translated as ”for some rea-
son(s), because. . . 7, "why, for what reason(s)”, ”(for) this/these reason(s)”, ”(for) that/those
reason(s)”, ”for any/all reasons, of course”, ”for no reason”.

The location forms are generally used to refer to a discrete location or area when singu-
lar, but may refer to a set of disparate but similar areas, as well as a group of contigous ar-
eas seen as separate, in the plural. They may be translated as ’somewhere, in some part(s)”,
”where”, “near place(s)”, “far place(s)”, Janywhere/everywhere”, “nowhere”. The location
forms often occur with the locative or oblique prefix, which norrows there demonstrative
meanings to "here” and ”“there”, and can be used on other forms to enforce a referential
meaning.

The time or temporal forms may mean a discrete moment or a length of time in the
singular, it generally refers to a set of events or a recurring event in the plural. These may be
translated as ”sometime(s)”, ”7when”, “now, presently”, “then”, “anytime/every time, always”
and ”"never”.

Generally, nouns being modified by or introduced by the interrogative or negative forms
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are marked by the ignorative prefix. This is also used to reinforce the indefiniteness of the
indefinite forms, which otherwise may be used to obfuscate a known referent.
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CHAPTER 10. PARTICLES AND CLITICS

Chapter 10
Particles and C11t1cs

The main difference in this language between clitics and particles is that clitics must obey
many of the rules for the formation of word internal clusters, but unlike affixes contain
phonemes that are generally associated with roots and may retain independent stress.

Particlesay not have independent stress but almost always act as separate words for the
purposes of phonology.

section 10.1: Clitics

10.1.1 Part of Speech Specific

Most part of speech specific clitics are proclitics on nouns or nominals, usually indicating
position.

Meaning

to fo(w)=

from uém(i/y)=

in peék(peé=)
on hoé(ho=)
null p(0)=

null hu(s)=
nothing(pejorative/ineffective) kyoa=
nothing(related to the concept of nothingness) | kima(kim(&)=)
under/below hule(hul=)
over/above avom(av(o)=
along/with/perlative lalam(14l(a)=)

The two null proclitics have no meaning and are used purely for decorative purposes.
The two nothing prefixes either indicate a relation to the concept of nothing, or that selected
word is nothing of importance.
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10.1.2 Free

really/swear/!! =(g)aba
probably =suwa
truth reinforcement | =k6éko
dubitivity

false reinforcment | =kagan
unfortunately
typical/expected =pdpa

good surprise
bad surprise

maybe/perhaps =(Dam
assent =(h)as
tag expect pos =(b)unu
tag expect neg =(w)ala
as is know, sure =(t)ak
if,conditional =(a)sap

Generally, the free enclitics are sentence final and almost always attach to verbs, they
may move from sentence final postion in some cases.

section 10.2: Particles

well, duku,
S0, aba,
again, asul
then bas

but bagééd
And, /furthermore | fala

yes koél

no gan
hey!/vocative ou (6wV
of course, pekae,
however, yet kafa
and/also/either pakla
despite, although | bakamna(baka(m)=)
if, given aspa

Most particles occur at clause boundaries, with some normally coming initially, others
finally, but most are quite mobile. A couple can also be clitics, but are often phonologically
independent.
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Chapter 11

Syntax

section 11.1: Sh-Clause

11.1.1 Nominal Sub-Clause

Noun phrases have a reasonably rigid word order, with prepostions which often act as pro-
clitics and semi-prefixial demonstrative/determiners. Words acting demonstratively often
occur initially in the phrase.

Quantifiers and numbers are often enclitics, they occur at the end of the noun phrase, as
do independent quantifying words. Relative clauses also follow the nouns that they modify.

Adjectives usually occur following there noun, often closely, but due to case agreement
they can move more freely.

11.1.2 Verbal Sub-Clause

The verb phrase considered here excludes arguments. Primary verbs and auxiliaries and
modal modifiers follow a reasonably strict order, with tense and mood auxillaries usually
proceeding the main verb, while modal modifiers of various kinds usually follow.

Adverbs in general tend to proceed the verb or verb phrase that they modify, though
some may follow the verb.

Many enclitics often attach to the end of verb phrase’s performing a mirative or discourse
function.
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section 11.2: Clause

11.2.1 Main Clauses

Usually, in a finite clause the verb occurs finally. In copular clauses, the copula generally
occurs between the subject and object, which is generally not a typical patient.

When subjects are explicit, they generally proceed objects. Indirect objects as well as
oblique arguments can occur in various positions relative to the primary arguments.

Generally, word order has verb final tendencies at a clausal level, but is mostly motivated
by pragmatics and information structure

11.2.2 Dependant clauses

Many dependent clauses are marked by a subordinate mood prefix, but many are otherwise
fully inflected for tense and aspect, and even other moods.
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CHAPTER 12. EXAMPLES

Examples

Chapter 12

section 12.1: 1€St Sentences

109: Have some tea.

1)

()

direct/indicative
klaguéjo’te éngaéc

kl<a>g<u>-jo=te <é>ng<a>-éc
<abs.ab>tea-acc=some <2nd.s.prf>eat-1st.npst

(you) have/consume some tea

polite/placative
klagawuéjo’te gepéngaby’am (fogdk)

kl<a>g<u>-‘wu-éjo=te g-ep-<é>ng<a>-b-y=am
<abs.ab>tea-dim-acc=some imp-cond-<2nd.s.prf>eat-1st.npst-dim-rep.irr
(fo-go-k)

(to-2nd.s-prep)
(i heard that) perhaps you should have a little tea (for yourself)

58: Does the robin sing in the rain

(€]

§4biém, hul’opuluéj, fidlupiék

§-<4>b<i>ém, hul=<o>p<u>1-‘u-gj, fi-l<u>p<i>-ék
prox.s-<abs.s>bird , under-<evnt>rain-dim-prep,
int-<3rd.s.imprf>sing-int.npst

the bird, under a rain, sings?

167: We will make this place our home
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)

id’u8 Sevoél 1ahiljo fow’idéju kaitigne eyudak buplustiéc’koéko

id=u$ $-evoél 1<a>h<i>1jo fow=id-éju ka<i>t<i>g-ne
bu-pl<u>st<i>éc=kdéko 1st.pl.nom="tis prx.s-here <abs.s>place-acc to=1st.pl-gen
<e>wd<a>-k

<cns.s>home-ind <1st.pl.imp>go-cmn.npst caus-inc-<3rd.s.imp>be-1st.npst=true!

we, this place, our home, will make-become

29: I will be happy to go

&)

(ti) f(atiju) ouduépéne tij’'vehindjo fow’avom éyudak édaéc

(ti) f(-ti-ju) -<o>wd<u><‘>-ép-ne tiju=veh<i>nd-jo
(1st.s.nom) prx.loc-(1st.s-gen) -<evnt/cns.ab>go-inf-ind 1st.s-gen=<cns.s>head-acc
fow=avom <é>wd<a>-k <é>d<a>-éc

to=above <1st.prf>go-cmn.npst <Ist.prf>have-1st.npst

i to/at my going my head to up will have(give)

87: The fire feels hot

(6)

Statsi, (ke’)fahauhdaus daésiplék / daésuplof

S-t<a>ts<i>, (ke=)fahau~hau-s daé-s<i>pl<é>-k /
prox.s-<abs.s>fire, (very=)warm-~int-ref stv-<3rd.pl.imp>feel>-cmn.npst /
daé-s<u>pl<o>-f

stv-<1st.s.imp>feel>-1st.npst

prox-fire, (very) warm stv.feel

Section 12.2: Dialogue

(7

®

Valene: That’s that, then.

Vélin: Bas, ucegén sisit

pn: bas, uc-egén S<i>s<i>-t

pn: then, prox-prox-abst.dem <3rd.s.prf>be-pst.1st

Coleman: That’s that. Father Welsh gone.
Koélman: Ucegén sisit’as . Aslu$é Weél§ wudiléte

pn: uc-egén s<f>s<i>-t=as.  As-l<u>$<6>
pn: prox-prox.abst.dem=assent. Ag-<imp.prt>lead pn
Weéls <uw>wd<i>l-dte

<3rd.s.prf>go-1st.past

12.2
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(9) V:Agood funeral.
Lagikomuétap gabwa

l1a-gi-k<d>m<u>ét-ap gdbwa
ger-psv-<evnt>be.underground-ger good

(10) C: Yeah, often a good funeral when its a priest they’re sending away /Empties bag
onto table
Kowa, lagikomuétap gabwa eptusisiégiu’pdpa, favéan dsluso gyéwidfiu / tigal uém’finidéj
ho’kiniméj diblilk

kowa, 14-gi-k<6>m<u>ét-ap gdbwa

yeah, ger-psv-<evnt>be.underground-ger good

ep-t<u>s<i> ‘s-ég-fiu=popa, fa-véan as-l<u>§<6>
cond-<3rd.s.imp>freq be.irr-freq-cmn.irr=typical, loc-temp.indef ag-<imp.prt>lead
gi<é>w<i>d-fiu / tigal uém=f<i>n<i>d-aj ho=k<i>n<i>m-4j
<3rd.plimp>send-cmn.irr / allthings from=<cns.s>bag-prep on=<cns.s>table-prep
d<i>bl<i>l-k

<3rd.s.prf>pour-cmn.npst

(11) V:You didn’t have to go steal a whole bagful, now, Coleman
Kéfa, fanidub’avu eptéfat kigédat’k6éko, Kélman

kafa, f<d>n<i>d-ub=uvu ep-t<é>f<a>t
however, <abs.s>bag-quant=all cond-<2nd.s.prf>steal-1st.pst
ki-g<é>d<a>-t=ko€ko, Koélman

neg-<2nd.s.prf>need-1st.pst=true, pn
(12) C: Didn’t they offer?

Fotik fiakimivendk’ala?

fo-tik f-ki-m<i>v<e>n-dk=ala

to-1st.prep int-neg-<3rd.pl.prf>extend-int.pst=int.neg
(13) V:But a whole bagful?

Bagééd fanidub’uvu’'wala?

bagééd f<a>n<i>d-ub=uvu=wala

but <abs.s>bag-quant=all=int.neg

(14) C:Itwould’ve only gone to waste, and a bagful won’t be lasting long between us.
Pjudiéd kijbilvifi fakiSit’Sam, fanidub lal’idig'up kyustjustiéc fala

p-<i>wd<i>-éd ki-j-b<i>lv<i>-fi fa-kisit=Sam,
cond-<3rd.prf.s>go-cmn.pst neg-psv-<3rd.prf.s>use-cmn.irr loc-none=com,
f<&d>n<i>d-ub lal=idig=up ki-usti usti-éc fala

<abs.s>bag-quant with=1st.pl.prep=2 neg-<3rd.s.imp>be atel-1st.npst and

u/CaoimhinOg 39 12.2



CHAPTER 12. EXAMPLES 12.2. DIALOGUE

(15) V:Between us?
Lalidig'up’unu?
lal=idig=up=unu
with=1st.pl.prep=2=int.pos

(16) C: Of course between Us.
Pekoé 1al'idig’up
pekoé lal=idig=up
of course, with=1st.pl.prep=two

(17) V:Ohh /Both eat a little
Aé / Skup léngibak
Aé / S-kup l-<é>ng<i>-b-dk
inj / prox.s-two dim-<3rd.pl.imp>-dim-cmn.npst

(18) V:These are nice vol-au-vents
Nojbwildaégib éSiéc nyumas
n-oj-bu<i>ld<a>ég-ib <é>3<i>éc nyuma-3
prox.pl-ptnt-<prf.prt>bubble-dim <3rd.pl.imp>cop-1st.npst tasty-ref

(19) C: They are nice vol-au-vents
Tojbwildaégib éSiéc’as nyumas
t-oj-bu<i>ld<a>ég-ib <é>§<i>éc=as nyuma-§
dist.pl-ptnt-<prf.prt>bubble-dim <3rd.pl.imp>cop-1st.npst=assent tasty-ref

(20) V:You can’t say the Catholic Church doesn’t know how to make a nice vol-au-vent,
NOw.
Daénéésip kiféspik’kagan ucéaslulusé 1aégid ojbwildaégjo nyumaj lapajmutdkap kyék-
tik’ak
daén-<é>és<i>p ki-f<é>sp<i>-k=kagan
stv-<3rd.pl.imp>say neg-<3rd.pl.imp>allow-cmn.npst=false
uc-ds-lu~l<u>3§<6> I<a>ég<i>d  oj-bu<i>ld<a>ég-jo nyuma-j
dist.s-ag-cns.pl~<imp.prt>lead <abs.s>group ptnt-<prf.prt>bubble-dim-acc tasty-acc
l4-pé-j-m<u>t<6>k-ap ki-<é>kt<i>-k=ak
ger-cond-psv-<evnt>prepare-ger neg-<3rd.pl.imp>know-cmn.npst=sure

(21) C: Its their best feature. And their sausage rolls aren’t bad either, although they
probably only order them in.
Ucwo$ usik kdju katind avsigal ugdbwa . Kéju lal’bigo ojdididilasos kyéSiéc n6éna
pakla, bakamna uém’bdékal $é3i jaféspik’suwa
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(22)

(23)

(24)

uc-wos <u>$<i>-k koju kat<i>nd av-sigal

dist.s-dist.obj <3rd.s.imp>cop-cmn.npst 3rd.s.gen <cns.s>feature over-anything

u-gabwa . kéju lal=b<i>g<o> 0j-di~d<i> dil<a>s-0s
more-good . 3rd.s.gen with=<adj>meat ptnt-cns.pl <prf.prt>fold~itr-itr
ky-<é>§<i>-éc nééna pakla, bakamna uém=bdéékal
neg<3rd.plimp>cop-1st.npst bad also, despite from=elsewhere
§-<é>§<i> ja-f<é>sp<i>-k=suwa

prox.s-prox.obj psv-<3rd.pl.imp>get-cmn.npst=probable

V: (pause) Um, would you like a glass of poteen with me, Coleman?
Am, patiwuéj 1a0'til I6nguépéj fiepiligodobaf’am

am, p<a>t<i>-‘wu-€j 1a]=til l-<6>ng<u>-ép-4j

inj, <abs.s>poteen-sing-acc com=1st.com ger-<evnt>eat-ger-acc
fi-ep-li-g<t>d<o>-b-df=4m
int-cond-dim-<2nd.s.imp>need-dim-irr.int=maybe

C: (shocked) I would, now. If you can spare a drop.
Epaligudob’as . Plaépij epkigddo olbofi’sap

epa-li-g<t>d<o>-b=as . Pl<a>ép<i>-j
cond-dim-<1st.s.imp>need-dim=assent . <abs.s>drop-acc
ep-ki-g<6>d<o> <6>1b<o>-fi=sap

cond-neg-<2nd.s.imp>need <2nd.s.imp>allow-cmn.irr=if
V: I can spare a drop
Kigudo ulboéc plaépij

ki-g<u>d<o> <u>lb<o>-éc pl<a>ép<i>-j
neg-<lst.s.imp>need <1st.s.imp>allow-1st.npst <abs.s>drop-acc

section 12.3: Relativisation

(25)

zdéé.ci meju.ca 'koju.bebiz.jo fevodl un'gik
Sddéti meyuca koju’babasjo févoél ungik

§-d<dé>t<i>-/ meyu-cd ko-ju=€<ba>b<d>s-jo f-evoél
prox.s-animal<abs.s>-nom small-nom 3rd.s-gen=plant<cns.pl>-acc loc-here
<u>ng<1’>-k

<3rd.s.imp>eat-cmn.npst

the small animal eats its plants here
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(26)

Sdaéti, (kot) ababasjo ungi, bandikéjo fuspiéc’aba

§-d<aé>t<i>, (kot) a<ba>b<é&>s-jo <u>ng<i>, b<a>no<i>k-jo
prox-animal<abs.s>.nom, (3rd.s.nom)  <cns.pl>plant-acc <3rd.s.imp>eat,
f<u>sp<i>-éc=aba

<abs.pl>berry-acc <3rd.s.imp>get-1st.npst-!!

the animal, who/that(it) eats plants, (it) gets berries

27

§ddéti, kot jungo(éc) (fatik), banoikajo fuspiéc’aba

§-d<aé>t<i>, kot j-<u>ng<o>(-€c) (fa-tik),
prox-animal<abs.s>-nom, 3rd.s.nom psv-<1st.s.imp>eat-(1st.npst)
b<a>no<i>k-jo f<u>sp<i>-éc=aba

(loc-1st.s.prep), <abs.pl>berry-acc <3rd.s.imp>get-1st.npst-!!

the animal,(it) eaten by me, (it) gets berries

(28)

Sdaéti, kot abisij jaskumoéc (fatik), banoikajo fuspiéc’aba

S-d<aé>t<i>, kot ab<i>s<i>-j j-sk<u>m<o>(-éc)
prox-animal<abs.s>-nom, 3rd.s.nom <cns.s>plant-acc
(fa-tik), b<a>no<i>k-jo f<u>sp<i>-éc=aba

psv-<1st.s.imp>give-(1st.npst) (loc-1st.s.prep), <abs.pl>berry-acc

<3rd.s.imp>get-1st.npst-!!

the animal, it given a plant (by me), gets berries, or the animal, to whom/that I give a plant
to (it), gets berries

(29)

Sdaéti, fo’Skog goi jaésepte , kot bandikéjo fuspiéc’aba

§-d<aé>t<i>, fo=5-kog goi j-<d>és<e>p-te,
prox-animal<abs.s>-nom , to=prox.s-3rd.s.prep 2nd.s.acc

kot b<a>no<i>k-jo f<u>sp<i>-éc=aba
psv-<1st.s.prf>say-(1st.pst), 3rd.s.nom <abs.pl>berry-acc

<3rd.s.imp>get-1st.npst-!!

the animal, to(about) it you were told by me, gets berries

(30) sdaéti, Skoju aébaébdaéj jungoéc, kot banoikajo fuspiéc’aba
S-d<aé>t<i>, $-kdju aéb <a>ébd<a>-gj j-<u>ng<o>-€c,
prox-animal<abs.s>-nom, prox.s-3rd.s.gen cns.pl <cns.pl>relative-acc
kot b<a>no<i>k-jo f<u>sp<i>-éc=abd
psv-<1st.s.imp>eat-(1st.pst), 3rd.s.nom <abs.pl>berry-acc
<3rd.s.imp>get-1st.npst-!!
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the animal, whose siblings/that I eat/are eaten by me (the) siblings of (it), gets berries
(31) sdaéti, kot usik w'nuémo avo’tik , kot banoikéajo fuspiéc’aba

S-d<aé>t<i>, kot <u>$<i>-k u=nuémo avo=tik
prox-animal<abs.s>-nom, 3rd.s.nom <3rd.s.imp>cop-cmn.npst more=hig

, kot b<a>no<i>k-jo f<u>sp<i>-éc=aba

over=1st.s.prep, 3rd.s.nom <abs.pl>berry-acc <3rd.s.imp>get-1st.npst-!!

the animal, which/who/that is bigger than me, gets berries
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Chapter 13

Script

This script is not fully documented here, as the only available images are poor quality. The
dark glyphs in the image are the native script. The upper portion is a correspondece be-
tween the romanisation at the very top and the native script in a handful of styles. The
lower portion consists of three columns. The first are the basic glyphs, the second and third
are modifcations and shown on various base glyphs. The faint grey components of the col-
umn are the latin script equivalents, roughly.
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The script shown above is an abuguida. All consonants have a symbol, which includes
the inherent vowel ”a”, ”4” in affixes. Diacritics allow for other vowels to be marked. there
is also a vowel suppression marker used in clusters. The phonemic schwa ”a” has its own
symbol, which is the marked with vowel diacritics to represent standalone vowels. Conso-
nants are also marked for their parasitic vowels for forming diphthongs. There is a separate
symbol for “and”, null” or ”X” and ”!!”.

The inscription at the top of the image is ”id’u$ Sev6él 1ahiljo fow’idéju kaitigne eyudak
buplustiéc’k6éko”, Syntax Sentence 167:”We will make this place our home”.
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Chapter 14

Lexicon

Section 14.1: ROOtS

section 14.2: NON-ROOtS
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14.2. NON-ROOTS

v get/aquire f*sp* permissive modal

n berry b*no*k

adj | small meyu

n animal d*ét*

\Y eat/have *ng* consume, take in, have in diet, drink (in)

n plant ab*s

n food n*g*

n tea (hypo) kl*g* a drink, boiled plant matter

\Y have/possess/own *d*/*1*/d*n* normal/irr+int/aux

\Y be SHES*[FS*[*st*/tHs* pst/cop+aux/n.pst/irr+int+der

v do/perform *m*/*bm*/*b*m/p*m* | pst/aux/n.ps/irr+int

v schwa-have kad*n*

\Y food-have(be stocked) | nag*1*

\Y give sk*m*

\Y food-give/provide for | naks*m*

n bird *h*€m

v rain vrb *p*1

v sing I*p*(n)

\Y g0 *wd*

n place/site I*h*]

n home ka*t*g

n head ve*h*nd

v feel/perceive s*pl*

n fire t*ts*

adj | hot/warm (adj) fahau

adj | cold (adj) daulam

v stumble/trip tak*b*ék

v say *8s*p

fadj | good(flat) gdbwa

fadj | bad(flat) nééna

\Y% let, allow, permit 1*b* / *1b*

v need/lack g*d*

v extend m*v*n

\Y guide/lead 1#8*

\Y be under ground k*m™*ét

n bag/sack f*n*d

adj | full, packed, loaded gumub

adj | pleasent, tasty nyuma

v expand/bubble bu*ld*ég rise/puff, of dough/pastry

\% steal,unpermitted trf*t

\Y use, enjoy b*lv*

n group, organisation I*ég*d

v prepare, create m*t*k

\% know, understand *kt*

n feature,aspect,quality | kat*n*d

v fold d*1*s

n meat b*f*

#t poteen jiam ——
1ﬁ2 drip,drop,splash pl*ep* 50 u/LaOImnang

\Y pour, spill d*hl*

n relative *ébd*

adj | big nuémo

n lang/comsMeans v*es*
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priest asluso

burial = lagikdmuétap

send gi*w*d/gy*w*d/gyud
send off= lagyowudupéap

(part or full)reduplicated word ojuéstuésops
vol-au-vents(pufflings) = ojbwildaégib
bubbly person = asbwulddégag
pastry(folded over and over) ojdidilasos

pastries ojdididilasos
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